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Faculty Senate Meeting
May 11, 2021
Online by Zoom

Attendance:
Proceedings of the meeting are uploaded onto UB Box.

The Chair, Dr. Robert Miletich called the Meeting to order at 3.00pm and
welcomed everyone to the meeting.

The Chair invited to President to deliver his address.

President’s address: President Tripathi thanked the Chair, Robert Miletich
for his service and welcome the new Chair, Fred Stoss.

The President informed the FSEC that the SUNY Board of Trustees with
FDA approval will require that all students be vaccinated. He mentioned that
UB was ready for in person classes in Fall. It was exciting to have the 2020-
2021 commencement and the 175™ anniversary of UBs founding ‘in person’,
coincidentally May 11" is the founding day for UB. After holding the
commencement virtually last year, it was gratifying to hold it in person with
the graduates and their families. He thanked the faculty for their excellent
service during these trying times giving the students a transformative
experience. He also thanked the Provost and several members of the
faculty/staff/students who served on several committees.

11 UB faculty members received SUNY Chancellors award: six for
scholarship and creative activities: three for teaching and two for service.
Three faculty members have received the SUNY distinguished professors:
Thomas Russo, Frank A. Scannapieco and Bianca Weinstock-Guttman, the
highest rank in the SUNY system. Two faculty members received the
Fulbright fellowship.

UB remains focused on values and mission for the future. The research
expenditure for 2020 during the pandemic was 178 million and is on the rise
for 2021. To name a few grants received: The University at Buffalo has
received a new contract of $8.1 million in funding to follow the health
outcomes in women and produce scholarly scientific output. Department of
Mechanical and Aerospace engineering received 8.5 million from DOE for
studying hybrid rockets. A 8.2 million from the Dept of Transportation to the
School of Engineering and the School of architecture and Planning to
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improve the transportation options for the underserved in Buffalo. A 3.7
million partnership grant to improve MRI technology to the Department of
Biomedical Engineering. A 3.1 million grant from the NIH to study speech
and movement patterns in Parkinsons patients to the Dept of communicative
disorders. A 2 million dollar grant to develop robotics to recycle plastics —
Dept of Chemical & Biological Engineering. UBs commitment to social justice
has remained constant over the past year. The Presidents advisory council
on race produced a series of recommendations to enhance the universities
programs, policies, activiies and traditions. They are now being
operationalized — faculty/staff recruitment, hiring and retention; student
recruitment, admissions, retention and graduation; curriculum and teaching;
Boldy Buffalo campaign received 10 million dollars for University wide
diversity programs, student scholarships and endowed faculty positions. Last
year also saw the inaugural cohort of UB distinguished visiting scholars
through UB Center for Diversity Innovation. Renaming campus spaces to
align with our ideals for social justice and convening the Police Advisory
committee to develop fair, equitable and effective police practices. The
University continues to engage with the community. For example the
Teacher residency program by the School of Management addresses
teacher shortage in Buffalo Public Schools, while enhancing the diversity of
teacher candidates. The newly formed advocacy clinic in the Law School
represents imprisoned survivors of domestic violence. A food map was
created by the faculty from the School of Architecture & Planning and Global
Community Health and Equity showing where the underrepresented
communities could access food. The President has formed the Presidents
Advisory council comprised of SUNY Distinguished Professors across the
disciplines. The council agrees the recruiting and retaining faculty is key to
the goal.

This was followed by a Q & A session where Foreign student vaccinations,
Graduate student stipends, Debt clearance, Faculty recruitment and
retention, tenure clock, child & elder care, commitment to increasing faculty
diversity.

Agenda: Agenda for the day was approved unanimously.

Secretary’s report: The minutes of the previous meeting was passed
unanimously.

Old Business/New business: The resolutions are uploaded on UB Box.
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UB FS resolutions:

Based on Article 5, section A gives the rules for the readings and section B
gives the exceptions. In view of the pandemic that we have been
experiencing, the motion to suspend the second reading was brought to the
table and passed by majority vote (47yay, 4 nay and 7 abstain).

1. The first resolution Productivity during the pandemic: Presented by
Barbara Pinari. This suggestion (potential resolution) is calling upon
academic leadership to ensure that reductions in productivity during the
pandemic, not adversely impact faculty access to consideration for research
leaves, discretionary salary increases or result in increased or shifted
workload; and to solicit from faculty an optional supplement to the annual
report detailing impacts of the pandemic on their work.

The question was brought to the table, opened for discussion, voted upon
and passed (52yay, 4 nay and 4 abstain).

2. The second resolution was recommending increase in PhD (living wage)
stipends. The resolution was presented by Ken Dauber. UB raised the
stipends, funded it only for 2 years and reduced the number of candidates.
The resolution asks that the University not cutting the number of candidates
and increasing the funding with the top 25 goal in mind. The motion was
accepted, opened to discussion, the question was brought to the table, voted
upon and passed with simple majority (47 yay, 4 nay and 5 abstain).

The two resolutions will be forwarded to the President for promulgation.

Fred Stoss, incoming Chair thanked Bob Miletich, outgoing Chair for his
service.

Adjourned: Meeting adjourned at 4:20 pm.

Submitted by Jessy Alexander, Secretary of the Faculty Senate, September,
2021.
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